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COVID-19 Stimulus Packages 

This document seeks to compile key business support programs as part of the government’s 
effort to combat the economic fallout of COVID-19.


Please note that this table is a work in progress. It reflects government programs available as 
of the 9th of April 2020. Some of these programs have only been announced recently and are 
often lacking detail. Check the links in the left column for further information (where available). 
We will keep checking for further information and update this document accordingly.


Please report any missing programs that need to be included or out-of-date information to 
Jens at jens@igea.net.
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Queensland 



Type Description 
Payroll Tax Relief Immediate payroll tax refunds will be provided for COVID-19 affected businesses. Eligible 

businesses can also apply for deferral until the end of 2020 anda payroll tax holiday for 3 
months.


Small and medium businesses (annual payrolls of $6.5 million or less) will be eligible for:

• a two-month refund of payroll tax, giving an average of nearly $9,000 cash

• a three-month payroll tax holiday, saving an average of $13,360

• deferral of all payroll tax payments for the rest of 2020.


Larger businesses (annual payrolls over $6.5 million) will be eligible for the two-month 
payroll tax refund and have their deferral extended for all of 2020.


All this means no Queensland business impacted by COVID-19 will have to make a pay-
roll tax payment in 2020.

Job Support Loans • A loan facility of at least $500 million, interest free for the first 12 months, is being cre-
ated to support Queensland businesses impacted by COVID-19 to retain employees 
and maintain operations.


• The concessional loan facility comprises low interest loans of up to $250,000 for carry 
on finance with an initial 12-month interest free period for businesses to retain staff. 
Any eligible business can apply for a loan.

Waiver of Electricity Bills $100 million electricity bill relief for small and medium businesses

• Sole traders, small and medium businesses will get a $500 rebate on their power billl. 

Any business consuming less than 100,000 kilowatt hours will receive the rebate, which 
will be automatically applied on business electricity bills.

Q
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https://www.business.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/290715/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support.pdf
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/290715/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support.pdf
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Industry Support Package The Industry Support Package will assist large businesses through this period to ensure 
they will be able to scale up and service the community when economic activity im-
proves. The package will be focussed to support businesses:

• which make a significant contribution to Queensland

• that employ people in Queensland at scale

• which are significant in a regional context

• that can make a key contribution to a rapid response by the economy as condi-

tions improve

• which are significantly impacted as a result of COVID-19

• to leverage current support measures and those available from other jurisdictions

Other Services  • The Mentoring for Growth program currently has more than 50 mentors ready to con-
nect with impacted small businesses. Mentors are available to provide tailored support 
including financial mentoring and business planning. Register your interest in a Mentor-
ing for Growth session. Contact 1300 654 687 or m4g@desbt.qld.gov.au for more in-
formation.


• Small businesses can access a series of workshops to learn about financial manage-
ment and business planning. Delivered by TAFE Queensland, workshops will provide 
you with practical tools and skills to build business resilience. Workshops will be deliv-
ered in several locations to support a place-based approach for the local small busi-
ness community. Register for workshops in a location near you.


• Supply chains support: For manufacturers and businesses having difficulties accessing 
supplies to continue to operate, employ and meet customer needs, we are identifying 
alternative suppliers of Queensland manufactured goods and services which are vital 
for businesses.


• Government premises rent relief: Six months relief for businesses renting government 
premises.
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https://www.business.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/290715/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support.pdf
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0024/290715/coronavirus-covid-19-business-support.pdf
https://www.business.qld.gov.au/running-business/growing-business/business-mentoring/mentoring-growth
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https://go.tafeqld.edu.au/covid-19.html


 
 

New South Wales 

Type Description 
Working for NSW Fund • $1 billion Working for NSW fund to sustain business, create new jobs 

and retrain employees. 

• The Working for NSW fund will comprise $750 million in new funding 

and $250 million announced last week for additional cleaning services
Waiver of Payroll Tax • Deferral of payroll tax for business with payrolls over $10 million for six 

months (up to $4 billion deferred). Businesses with payrolls of $10 mil-
lion or less received a three-month waiver on payroll tax in the first 
package. These businesses will now get an additional three month de-
ferral as well


• Businesses will have their annual tax liability reduced by 25% when 
they lodge their annual reconciliation, which is due on 28 July.


• For those businesses who lodge and pay monthly will have no pay-
ment required for the months of March, April or May 2020 will be re-
quired, i.e. the payroll tax is completely waived


• When lodging your annual reconciliation, you will still need to provide 
wage details paid in these months and will receive the benefit of a 25% 
reduction in the amount of tax you would have had to pay for 2019-20.

Deferral of Taxes Deferral of gaming tax for clubs, pubs and hotels, and lotteries tax for six 
months, conditional on these funds being used to retain staff. This im-
proves liquidity and helps these businesses stay afloat.

Deferral of Rents Deferral of rents for six months for commercial tenants with less than 20 
employees in all Government-owned properties.
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https://www.treasury.nsw.gov.au/Covid-19Stimulus
https://www.revenue.nsw.gov.au/taxes-duties-levies-royalties/payroll-tax
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/covid-19
https://www.service.nsw.gov.au/covid-19







South Australia 



Type Description 
Payroll Tax Relief • 6-month waiver for all businesses with an annual payroll (grouped) up to $4 

million. Eligible businesses won’t have to pay any payroll tax from April to 
September


• Employers with grouped annual wages above $4 million able to defer payroll 
tax payments for 6 months on demonstration of significant impacts on cash 
flow of coronavirus

Land Tax Relief • From July, the Government’s significant land tax reforms will kick in, delivering 
$189m in savings to investors and landlords over the next three years.


• Under the new measures, individuals and businesses with outstanding quar-
terly bills for 2019-20 able to defer payments for 6 months (up to 28,000 pri-
vate land tax ownerships will benefit)


• For 2020-21 Land Tax Transition Fund relief will be increased from 50% to 
100% based on existing relief criteria guidelines – saving some investors up to 
$50,000

Emergency Grants for Small Businesses A one-off $10,000 emergency cash grant for small businesses who have suf-
fered a significant loss of income or been forced to close. To be eligible, a busi-
ness must:

• Employ people in South Australia

• Have turnover of more than $75,000

• Have payroll of less than $1.5 million, and not entitled to a payroll tax 

waiver under COVID19

• support measures introduced by the State Government

• Have an ABN and were carrying on the operation of a business in SA on 

March 1, 2020

• Use the funds to support activities related to the operation of the busi-

ness

• Apply before June 1, 2020

South Australia

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/$1-billion-stimulus-package-to-save-sa-jobs,-businesses
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/$1-billion-stimulus-package-to-save-sa-jobs,-businesses
https://www.treasury.sa.gov.au/Growing-South-Australia/COVID-19





Business and Job Support Fund A fund to support individual businesses and industry sectors directly affected by 
coronavirus, and face potential collapse – and the loss of thousands of jobs – as 
a result

Community and Jobs Fund • A fund to support community organisations, sporting, arts and recreational 
bodies, non-profit organisations as well as some industry sectors whose oper-
ations have been impacted by the coronavirus


• Will also help with training of South Australians seeking new skills and em-
ployment and to assist organisations meet increased demand for services in-
cluding emergency relief.

Cost of Living Concessions A once-off boost of $500 and bring forward the 2020-21 ‘Cost of Living Con-
cession’ for households who are receiving the Centrelink JobSeeker Payment, 
assisting those who are unemployed or lose their jobs as a result of the coron-
avirus restrictions.

South Australia (continued)

https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/$1-billion-stimulus-package-to-save-sa-jobs,-businesses
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/$1-billion-stimulus-package-to-save-sa-jobs,-businesses
https://www.premier.sa.gov.au/news/media-releases/news/$1-billion-stimulus-package-to-save-sa-jobs,-businesses




Victoria 



Type Description 
Payroll Tax Refunds For the 2019-20 financial year to small and medium-sized businesses 

with payroll of less than $3 million. Eligible business can save up to 
$113,975 a year, with businesses saving an average of $23,000. Pay-
ments will be available as early as Monday 23 March. 

Payroll Tax Deferral Payroll tax will be deferred for the first three months of the 2020/21 fi-
nancial year until 1 January 2021. The state will begin sending out re-
funds by Friday 27 March. Land tax payments for 2020 will be deferred 
for eligible small businesses.

Rent Relief Commercial tenants in government buildings can apply for rent relief. 
The Government has called on private landlords to offer relief to their 
tenants where possible.

Business Support Fund The Government has earmarked $500 million to establish a Business 
Support Fund. The fund will support the most impacted sectors, includ-
ing hospitality, tourism, accommodation, arts and entertainment, and 
retail. Funding of $10,000 per business is available and will be allocated 
through a grant process.

Working for Victoria Fund • The Government will establish a $500 million Working for Victoria Fund 
in consultation with the Victorian Council of Social Services and Victo-
rian Trades Hall Council. The fund will help workers who have lost their 
jobs transition to new opportunities.


• Potential markets for employment include, cleaning public in-
frastructure and food delivery. The new employment body will focus on 
getting Victorians into jobs that will aid the state’s response to the 
pandemic. 

Victoria

https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/economic-survival-package-to-support-businesses-and-jobs/
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/economic-survival-package-to-support-businesses-and-jobs/
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/economic-survival-package-to-support-businesses-and-jobs/
https://www.business.vic.gov.au/support-for-your-business/grants-and-assistance/business-support-fund
https://www.premier.vic.gov.au/economic-survival-package-to-support-businesses-and-jobs/


 

 

Tasmania 



Type Description 
Payroll Tax Deferrals • Payroll tax liabilities will be waived for hospitality, tourism and seafood indus-

try businesses for the last four months of 2019-20.

• Other businesses with payrolls of up to $5 million will be able to apply, based 

on the impact of virus, to have their payroll tax waived
Interest Free Business Loans for Small Business • 20 million in interest free loans to small businesses in the hospitality, tourism, 

seafood production, and exports sectors. 

• The loans will be available to businesses with a turnover of less than $5 million 

to purchase equipment or restructuring business operations and will be inter-
est free

Arts and Screen Digital Production Fund To support screen practitioners, artists and arts organisations whose work has 
been cancelled, postponed or disrupted by COVID-19, grants of up to $10 000 
for individuals and $50 000 for organisations is available to enable the arts and 
screen sectors to work together.

Tasmanian Contemporary Music Fund To support contemporary musicians whose engagements have been cancelled 
due to COVID-19 to record music and music videos for digital distribution and 
promotion, grants of up to $15 000 are available.

Additional Screen Development Fund • To assist the Tasmanian screen industry both during and after the COVID-19 
restrictions an additional $250 000 is available through the Additional Screen 
Development Fund.


• Additional grants are available for new projects through Screen Tasmania’s 
Project Development Program.  


• To allow more people to be involved in development tasks, funding caps for 
the Screen Tasmania Project Development Program have been increased to 
$30 000 for Advanced Stage Development and Short-form Series Booster, and 
$20 000 for Intermediate Stage Development.

Tasm
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https://www.business.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/226248/Stimulus_package_-_COVID-19_Fact_Sheet.pdf
https://www.business.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0006/226248/Stimulus_package_-_COVID-19_Fact_Sheet.pdf
https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/227907/TasGov_COVID19_Factsheet_Business_support_Loan_Scheme.pdf
https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/227907/TasGov_COVID19_Factsheet_Business_support_Loan_Scheme.pdf
https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/227907/TasGov_COVID19_Factsheet_Business_support_Loan_Scheme.pdf


 

Additional Arts Organisations Funding • To support the arts and cultural sector in Tasmania, arts organisations that are 
currently on a single year funding package or those in the final year of agree-
ments under the Arts Tasmania Organisations Program will have these con-
tracts extended for another year.


• Additional competitive funding will also be made available for arts organisa-
tions that will support additional employment and cultural activity.

Small Business Emergency Support Grant • To assistant affected small businesses in identified industries, grant payments 
of $2 500 are now immediately available.


• To apply go to www.business.tas.gov.au and complete the online application 
form. 

Small Business Hardship Grant • To assist the longer-term impact on Tasmanian small businesses, $15 000 
grants will be made available for small businesses in the above sectors that 
are experiencing severe financial hardship.


• Applications for the Small Business Hardship Grant will open shortly through 
www.business.tas.gov.au


• Businesses should first apply for the Small Business Emergency Support 
Grant

Business Support Loan Scheme Loans from $20 000 up to $250 000 are available to assistant eligible business-
es for the purposes of supporting business continuity, viability and sustainability 
during the Coronavirus period. 

Business Continuity Grant To assist small business fight the economic impact of COVID-19 and prepare 
the foundation to set Tasmania up for a rapid recovery when the situation eases, 
one-off grants of up to $750 are available through the Business Continuity 
Grant.

Tasm
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https://www.stategrowth.tas.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0009/227907/TasGov_COVID19_Factsheet_Business_support_Loan_Scheme.pdf
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Canberra 
 

Type Description 
Rebates and Fee Freezes • A $150 rebate to the fixed charge component of all residential rates bills 


• Freezing the Fire and Emergency Services Levy at its 2019-20 level for all residential 
properties


• Freezing all 2020-21 vehicle registration, parking and public transport fees at 2019-20 
levels


• Providing a $200 rebate to approximately 35,000 households receiving the Utilities 
Concession, through their electricity bill 


• Supporting businesses and commercial property owners with taxation and fee relief

• Rebate of the 2019-20 commercial rates fixed charge for commercial properties with 

an Average Unimproved Value of less than $2 million to a maximum value of $2,622 

• Rebate of $750 to small businesses through their next electricity bill Hotels, clubs, 

pubs, restaurants and cafes, businesses in the creative arts and entertainment sectors 
will receive a one-off, six month waiver of payroll tax 


• Freezing the Fire and Emergency Services Levy for commercial properties in 2020-21

• The Government will provide a land tax and rates rebate to residential landlords who 

reduce rents by at least 25 per cent for up to six months, equal to 50 per cent of the 
rent reduction. 


• The Revenue Office will implement a new process for rates deferrals for owner occu-
piers experiencing hardship. No interest will apply to the deferred amount.


• Household incomes must be less than $160,000 to be eligible. Income must be re-
duced by at least 25 per cent.


• The Government will defer the issuing of notices for 2019-20 quarter 4 residential gen-
eral rates instalments and land tax assessments by four weeks.


• The Government will contribute up to $250,000 to a hardship fund to assist electricity 
retailers to enhance hardship assistance to customers (up to $0.25 million). Electricity 
retailers will be asked to make a co-contribution in order to access the fund.

Deferral of Payroll Tax • All ACT businesses with Australia-wide wages of up to $10 million can defer their 
2020-21 payroll tax, interest free until 1 July 2022 (estimated to free up $100 million in 
cashflow)

C
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https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/barr/2020/initial-economic-survival-package-to-support-territory-economy
https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/barr/2020/initial-economic-survival-package-to-support-territory-economy


 

Support of Arts & Education • Additional support for the Vocational Education and Training Sector ($2 million)

• Increased grants for arts community – Homefront ($500,000)

Supporting Businesses and Commercial Property Owners • Assisting commercial landlords to provide rent relief to business tenants

• Category 1 - Those who have been partially or not affected;


• Must continue to pay rent. As part of the Stimulus Package 1, the Government 
provided a fixed charge waiver ($2,622 rebate), to commercial property owners 
with average unimproved values lower than $2 million ($16.2 million).


• Category 2 - Those who have been significantly affected (at least 30 per cent reduction 
in business income)


• Apply for a waiver or rebate of commercial rates tied to the rental relief to be 
provided to tenants. The proportional cost-sharing arrangement would be on a 
25/75 basis (cap to be announced).


• Category 3 - Those who have to shut-down operations due to COVID-19 health restric-
tions.


• Apply for a waiver or rebate of commercial rates tied to the rental relief to be 
provided to tenants. The proportional sharing arrangement would be on a 50/50 
basis (cap to be announced).


• On a case by case basis, commercial properties experiencing significant cash flow 
problems or who have been forced to cease trading will additionally receive access to 
rates deferrals consistent with the expanded COVID-19 hardship arrangements de-
tailed below.


• Owner-operated commercial properties significantly impacted will also have access to 
waiver and deferral arrangements consistent with the above principles but without the 
requisite rental relief.

Investment in Government Services • The ACT Government will provide a further $5 million to fast-track infrastructure 
projects and maintenance on government-owned community, school and other build-
ings as well as suburb maintenance. 


• The program will focus on works that can start immediately, be undertaken using local 
suppliers and workers, and meet social distancing requirements


• The Government will fast track CIT's Study Work Anywhere Any Time IT project to en-
able CIT to move delivery of components of its teaching and learning online by July 
2020

C
anberra (continued)

https://www.cmtedd.act.gov.au/open_government/inform/act_government_media_releases/barr/2020/initial-economic-survival-package-to-support-territory-economy
http://www.hawkerbritton.com/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/ACT-COVID-19-Stimulus-Package-Stage-2.pdf


 
Western Australia 






Type Description 
Freeze on Household Fees and Charges The WA government allocated $402 million to immediately freeze house-

hold fees and charges, including electricity, water, motor vehicle charges, 
the emergency services levy and public transport fares

Waiver of Payroll Tax • One-off grant of $17,500 for small businesses that pay payroll tax. 

• Increase of payroll tax threshold to $1m brought forward by six months 

to July 1, 2020. This threshold was previously announced to take effect 
on 1 January 2021;


• Businesses impacted by COVID-19 can defer payroll tax payments un-
til July 21, 2020. This is available to employers who pay $7.5 million or 
less in Australian Taxable Wages.

Grants for Small Businesses $17,500 grants for small businesses with a payroll between $1 million 
and $4 million.

W
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https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/blog/wa-coronavirus-relief-package
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/blog/wa-coronavirus-relief-package
https://www.smallbusiness.wa.gov.au/blog/wa-coronavirus-relief-package


 
 

Northern Territory 



Type Description 
Business Improvement Scheme Aimed at helping businesses get customers back into premises by 

undertaking improvements to a Territory business. All eligible businesses 
will receive $10,000. If the recipient also wants to put in their own 
$10,000, they will then get an additional $10,000 from the Government. 
This creates a $30,000 grant.

Business Structural Adjustment Package Assists businesses who need to adjust to the 100 person rule or to es-
tablish or upgrade their online presence to adjust to changing behaviours 
of consumption

Freeze on Household Fees and Charges All Government fees and charges – including electricity, water and car 
registration will be frozen (no increase due to indexation) until 1 July 
2021. Electricity prices for small and medium businesses (those paying 
regulated tariffs) will be frozen from 1 July 2020 (no increase due to in-
dexation) until 1 July 2021.

N
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https://business.nt.gov.au/recovery/business-improvement-grant
https://business.nt.gov.au/recovery/business-structural-adjustment-package
https://business.nt.gov.au/recovery

