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Please note that this table is a work in progress. It reflects government programs available as
of the 26th of March 2020. Some of these programs have only been announced recently and
are often lacking detail. Check the links in the left column for further information (where available). We will keep checking for further information and update this document accordingly.
Please report any missing programs that need to be included or out-of-date information to
Jens at jens@igea.net.

Purpose

This document seeks to compile key business support programs as part of the government’s
eﬀort to combat the economic fallout of COVID-19.

Federal Government
Description

Support for Business Investment

• $700 million to increase the instant asset write oﬀ threshold from $30,000 to $150,000
and expand access to include businesses with aggregated annual turnover of less than
$500 million (up from $50 million) until 30 June 2020.
• $3.2 billion to back business investment by providing a time limited 15 month investment incentive (through to 30 June 2021) to support business investment and economic growth over the short term, by accelerating depreciation deductions. Businesses
with a turnover of less than $500 million will be able to deduct an additional 50 per cent
of the asset cost in the year of purchase.

Boosting Cash Flow for Employers

• The Government is providing up to $100,000 to eligible small and medium sized
businesses, and not‑for-profits (including charities) that employ people, with a minimum
payment of $20,000. These payments will help businesses’ and not-for-profits’ cash
flow so they can keep operating, pay their rent, electricity and other bills and retain
staff.
• Under the enhanced scheme from the first package, employers will receive a payment
equal to 100 per cent of their salary and wages withheld (up from 50 per cent), with the
maximum payment being increased from $25,000 to $50,000. In addition, the minimum
payment is being increased from $2,000 to $10,000. The payment will be available from
28 April 2020.
• $1.3 billion to support small businesses to support the jobs of around 120,000 apprentices and trainees. Eligible employers can apply for a wage subsidy of 50 per cent of
the apprentice’s or trainee’s wage for up to 9 months from 1 January 2020 to 30 September 2020.
• Where a small business is not able to retain an apprentice, the subsidy will be available
to a new employer that employs that apprentice.
The Government will allow individuals in financial stress as a result of the Coronavirus to
access up to $10,000 of their superannuation in 2019-20 and a further $10,000 in
2020-21.
Eligible individuals will be able to apply online through myGov for access of up to
$10,000 of their superannuation before 1 July 2020. They will also be able to access up
to a further $10,000 from 1 July 2020 for another three months. They will not need to pay
tax on amounts released and the money they withdraw will not affect Centrelink or
Veterans’ Affairs payments.

Apprenticeship Support

Early Release of Superannuation

Federale Government

Type

Coronavirus SME Guarantee Scheme

Increased and Accelerated Income Support (Sole Traders)

Tax Payment Deferrals

Business Hotline

Federale Government (continued)

Temporary Relief for Financially Distressed Businesses

• The Government will establish the Coronavirus SME Guarantee Scheme which will
support small and medium enterprises (SMEs) to get access to working capital to help
them get them through the impact of the coronavirus.
• Under the Scheme, the Government will guarantee 50 per cent of new loans issued by
eligible lenders to SMEs.
• The Government’s support will enhance lenders’ willingness and ability to provide
credit to SMEs with the Scheme able to support $40 billion of lending to SMEs.
• The Scheme will complement the announcement the Government has made to cut redtape to allow SMEs to get access to credit faster. It also complements announcements
made by Australian banks to support small businesses with their existing loans.
The Government is temporarily increasing the threshold at which creditors can issue a
statutory demand on a company and the time companies have to respond to statutory
demands they receive. The package also includes temporary relief for directors from any
personal liability for trading while insolvent.
Expanding eligibility to income support payments and establishing a new, time‑limited
Coronavirus supplement to be paid at a rate of $550 per fortnight. This supplement will
be paid to both existing and new recipients of the eligible payment categories. These
changes will apply for the next six months and will not be income tested.
• Deferring by up to 4 months the payment date of amounts due through the business
activity statement (including PAYG instalments), income tax assessments, fringe benefits tax assessments and excise.
• Allow businesses on a quarterly reporting cycle to opt into monthly GST reporting in
order to get faster access to GST refunds they may be entitled to.
• Allowing businesses to vary Pay As You Go (PAYG) instalment amounts to zero for the
March 2020 quarter. Businesses that vary their PAYG instalment to zero can also claim
a refund for any instalments made for the September 2019 and December 2019 quarters.
• Remitting any interest and penalties, incurred on or after 23 January 2020, that have
been applied to tax liabilities.
• Working with aﬀected businesses to help them pay their existing and ongoing tax liabilities by allowing them to enter into low interest payment plans.
The hotline will give more support to small and medium businesses impacted by the
COVID-19 pandemic. Operations at the business.gov.au 13 28 46 Contact Centre will
increase from five days per week to seven days per week, and provide additional hours
of support outside standard operating hours for the first month, answering calls from
7am to 11pm AEST.

Queensland
Description

Concessional Loan Facility

The loan facility will comprise of businesses being able to apply for up to
$250,000 concessional loan with an interest-free period of 12 months
• If you are an employer (or part of a group of employers) who
pays $6.5 million or less in Australian taxable wages, you may receive an
email about a:
• a refund of your payroll tax for 2 months
• a payroll tax holiday (i.e. no payroll tax to be paid) for 3 months.
• You can also apply for a deferral of payroll tax for the 2020 calendar year.
(If you have already applied for a deferral, you do not need not reapply – it
will be extended.)
If you do not receive an email, or you are unsure about your eligibility,
complete the refund/holiday application form.
$8 million in waived rental payments to assist small-to-medium sized
businesses who are tenants based in Queensland Government Arts facilities
through to December 2020.
• The Mentoring for Growth program currently has more than 50 mentors
ready to connect with impacted small businesses. Mentors are available to
provide tailored support including financial mentoring and business planning. Register your interest in a Mentoring for Growth session. Contact
1300 654 687 or m4g@desbt.qld.gov.au for more information.
• Small businesses can access a series of workshops to learn about financial management and business planning. Delivered by TAFE Queensland,
workshops will provide you with practical tools and skills to build business
resilience. Workshops will be delivered in several locations to support a
place-based approach for the local small business community. Register
for workshops in a location near you.

Payroll Tax Deferrals

Waived Rental Payments
Mentoring Sessions and Financial Workshops

Queensland

Type

New South Wales
Description

Waiver of Payroll Tax

For businesses whose total grouped Australian wages for the 2019/20
financial year is less than $10M:
• Will have their annual tax liability reduced by 25% when they lodge
their annual reconciliation, which is due on 28 July.
• For those customers who lodge and pay monthly will have no payment
required for the months of March, April or May 2020 will be required,
i.e. the payroll tax is completely waived
• When lodging your annual reconciliation, you will still need to provide
wage details paid in these months and will receive the benefit of a 25%
reduction in the amount of tax you would have had to pay for 2019-20.
The government committed $80 million to waive a "range of fees and
charges for small businesses" including bars, cafes, restaurants and
tradies. No further details on which fees are aﬀected were available at
the time of writing.

Waiver of Fees and Charges

New South Wales

Type

South Australia
Description

Payroll Tax Relief

• 6-month waiver for all businesses with an annual payroll (grouped) up to $4 millionEligible businesses won’t have to pay any payroll tax from April to September
• Employers with grouped annual wages above $4 million able to defer payroll tax
payments for 6 months on demonstration of significant impacts on cash flow of
coronavirus
• From July, the Government’s significant land tax reforms will kick in, delivering
$189m in savings to investors and landlords over the next three years.
• Under the new measures, individuals and businesses with outstanding quarterly
bills for 2019-20 able to defer payments for 6 months (up to 28,000 private land
tax ownerships will benefit)
• For 2020-21 Land Tax Transition Fund relief will be increased from 50% to 100%
based on existing relief criteria guidelines – saving some investors up to $50,000

Land Tax Relief

Waiver of Fees and Charges
Business and Job Support Fund
Community and Jobs Fund

Cost of Living Concessions

Waiver of liquor licence fees for 2020-21 for those hotels, restaurants, cafes and
clubs forced to close as a result of new social distancing restrictions
A fund to support individual businesses and industry sectors directly aﬀected by
coronavirus, and face potential collapse – and the loss of thousands of jobs – as a
result
• A fund to support community organisations, sporting, arts and recreational bodies, non-profit organisations as well as some industry sectors whose operations
have been impacted by the coronavirus
• Will also help with training of South Australians seeking new skills and employment and to assist organisations meet increased demand for services including
emergency relief.
A once-oﬀ boost of $500 and bring forward the 2020-21 ‘Cost of Living Concession’ for households who are receiving the Centrelink JobSeeker Payment, assisting those who are unemployed or lose their jobs as a result of the coronavirus restrictions.

South Australia

Type

Victoria
Description

Payroll Tax Refunds

For the 2019-20 financial year to small and medium-sized businesses
with payroll of less than $3 million. Eligible business can save up to
$113,975 a year, with businesses saving an average of $23,000. Payments will be available as early as Monday 23 March.
Payroll tax will be deferred for the first three months of the 2020/21 financial year until 1 January 2021. The state will begin sending out refunds by next Friday 27 March. Land tax payments for 2020 will be deferred for eligible small businesses.
Commercial tenants in government buildings can apply for rent relief.
The Government has called on private landlords to oﬀer relief to their
tenants where possible.
The Government has earmarked $500 million to establish a Business
Support Fund. The fund will support the most impacted sectors, including hospitality, tourism, accommodation, arts and entertainment, and
retail.
No further details on the program were available at the time of writing.
• The Government will establish a $500 million Working for Victoria Fund
in consultation with the Victorian Council of Social Services and Victorian Trades Hall Council. The fund will help workers who have lost their
jobs transition to new opportunities.
• Potential markets for employment include, cleaning public infrastructure and food delivery. The new employment body will focus on
getting Victorians into jobs that will aid the state’s response to the
pandemic.

Payroll Tax Deferral

Rent Relief
Business Support Fund

Working for Victoria Fund

Victoria

Type

City of Melbourne
Description

Grants

$5 million in grants for small to medium sized businesses to invest in online and e-commerce capabilities, take part in training and professional
development, and undertake capital works.
Grants include:
• Up to $5000 for investing in online and e-commerce activities.
• Up to $2000 for training and professional development.
• Up to $10,000 for capital works projects (matching dollar-for-dollar) to
adapt to changing conditions.
Establishment of a support service to provide advice to struggling businesses. No further details on the program were available at the time of
writing.

Other Services

City of Melbourne

Type

Tasmania
Description

Payroll Tax Deferrals

• Payroll tax liabilities will be waived for hospitality, tourism and seafood industry businesses for the last four months of 2019-20.
• Other businesses with payrolls of up to $5 million will be able to apply, based
on the impact of virus, to have their payroll tax waived
• 20 million in interest free loans to small businesses in the hospitality, tourism,
seafood production, and exports sectors.
• The loans will be available to businesses with a turnover of less than $5 million
to purchase equipment or restructuring business operations and will be interest free
To support screen practitioners, artists and arts organisations whose work has
been cancelled, postponed or disrupted by COVID-19, grants of up to $10 000
for individuals and $50 000 for organisations is available to enable the arts and
screen sectors to work together.
To support contemporary musicians whose engagements have been cancelled
due to COVID-19 to record music and music videos for digital distribution and
promotion, grants of up to $15 000 are available.
• To assist the Tasmanian screen industry both during and after the COVID-19
restrictions an additional $250 000 is available through the Additional Screen
Development Fund.
• Additional grants are available for new projects through Screen Tasmania’s
Project Development Program.
• To allow more people to be involved in development tasks, funding caps for
the Screen Tasmania Project Development Program have been increased to
$30 000 for Advanced Stage Development and Short-form Series Booster, and
$20 000 for Intermediate Stage Development.

Interest Free Business Loans for Small Business

Arts and Screen Digital Production Fund

Tasmanian Contemporary Music Fund
Additional Screen Development Fund

Tasmania

Type

Additional Arts Organisations Funding

Small Business Hardship Grant

Business Support Loan Scheme
Business Continuity Grant

Tasmania (continued)

Small Business Emergency Support Grant

• To support the arts and cultural sector in Tasmania, arts organisations that are
currently on a single year funding package or those in the final year of agreements under the Arts Tasmania Organisations Program will have these contracts extended for another year.
• Additional competitive funding will also be made available for arts organisations that will support additional employment and cultural activity.
• To assistant aﬀected small businesses in identified industries, grant payments
of $2 500 are now immediately available.
• To apply go to www.business.tas.gov.au and complete the online application
form.
• To assist the longer-term impact on Tasmanian small businesses, $15 000
grants will be made available for small businesses in the above sectors that
are experiencing severe financial hardship.
• Applications for the Small Business Hardship Grant will open shortly through
www.business.tas.gov.au
• Businesses should first apply for the Small Business Emergency Support
Grant
Loans from $20 000 up to $250 000 are available to assistant eligible businesses for the purposes of supporting business continuity, viability and sustainability
during the Coronavirus period.
To assist small business fight the economic impact of COVID-19 and prepare
the foundation to set Tasmania up for a rapid recovery when the situation eases,
one-oﬀ grants of up to $750 are available through the Business Continuity
Grant.

Canberra
Description

Rebates and Fee Freezes

• A $150 rebate to the fixed charge component of all residential rates
bills
• Freezing the Fire and Emergency Services Levy at its 2019-20 level for
all residential properties
• Freezing all 2020-21 vehicle registration, parking and public transport
fees at 2019-20 levels
• Providing a $200 rebate to approximately 35,000 households receiving
the Utilities Concession, through their electricity bill
• Supporting businesses and commercial property owners with taxation
and fee relief
• Rebate of the 2019-20 commercial rates fixed charge for commercial
properties with an Average Unimproved Value of less than $2 million to
a maximum value of $2,622
• Rebate of $750 to small businesses through their next electricity bill
Hotels, clubs, pubs, restaurants and cafes, businesses in the creative
arts and entertainment sectors will receive a one-oﬀ, six month waiver
of payroll tax
• Freezing the Fire and Emergency Services Levy for commercial properties in 2020-21
• All ACT businesses with Australia-wide wages of up to $10 million can
defer their 2020-21 payroll tax, interest free until 1 July 2022 (estimated to free up $100 million in cashflow)
• Additional support for the Vocational Education and Training Sector ($2
million)
• Increased grants for arts community – Homefront ($500,000)

Deferral of Payroll Tax
Support of Arts & Education

Canberra

Type

Western Australia
Description

Freeze on Household Fees and Charges

The WA government allocated $402 million to immediately freeze household fees and charges, including electricity, water, motor vehicle charges,
the emergency services levy and public transport fares
• One-oﬀ grant of $17,500 for small businesses that pay payroll tax.
• Increase of payroll tax threshold to $1m brought forward by six months
to July 1, 2020. This threshold was previously announced to take eﬀect
on 1 January 2021;
• Businesses impacted by COVID-19 can defer payroll tax payments until July 21, 2020. This is available to employers who pay $7.5 million or
less in Australian Taxable Wages.
$17,500 grants for small businesses with a payroll between $1 million
and $4 million.

Waiver of Payroll Tax

Grants for Small Businesses

Western Australia

Type

Northern Territory
Description

Business Improvement Scheme

Aimed at helping businesses get customers back into premises by
undertaking improvements to a Territory business. All eligible businesses
will receive $10,000. If the recipient also wants to put in their own
$10,000, they will then get an additional $10,000 from the Government.
This creates a $30,000 grant.
Assists businesses who need to adjust to the 100 person rule or to establish or upgrade their online presence to adjust to changing behaviours
of consumption
All Government fees and charges – including electricity, water and car
registration will be frozen (no increase due to indexation) until 1 July
2021. Electricity prices for small and medium businesses (those paying
regulated tariﬀs) will be frozen from 1 July 2020 (no increase due to indexation) until 1 July 2021.

Business Structural Adjustment Package
Freeze on Household Fees and Charges

Northern Territory

Type

